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IRON ORE AGREEMENTS LEGISLATION 
 (AMENDMENT, TERMINATION AND REPEALS) BILL 2011 

IRON ORE AGREEMENTS LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2011 

Government Business Time Allocation to Member for Pilbara — Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [2.53 pm]: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the member for Pilbara to speak 
for up to half an hour during the time allocated for government business on Thursday, 24 November 
2011 in relation to the Iron Ore Agreements Legislation (Amendment, Termination and Repeals) Bill 
2011 and the Iron Ore Agreements Legislation Amendment Bill 2011. 

In preparing to move this motion to suspend standing orders, I had a conversation with the member for Pilbara 
and he told me that he is quite happy to make a speech of about five minutes on the substantive motion and he 
feels that will be enough time to make the contribution he needs to make to the second reading debate on these 
bills, in which case, we would have to take a vote that would obviously be passed and the motion would then 
simply drop off the notice paper.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [2.54 pm]: I thank the Leader of the House for moving this motion and I 
thank the Premier as well, because unfortunately the member for Pilbara could not be in this place on Tuesday 
and Wednesday due to unforeseen circumstances and was unable to make his speech on an issue of great 
importance to his electorate, which is of course the Pilbara. The Premier most graciously offered this opportunity 
for him to make a speech, which of course has now delayed the entire business of the Parliament of Western 
Australia. I hope, in light of all the effort that has been gone to for the member for Pilbara, that his speech is 
profound and worthy of the enormous effort that has been gone to by the highest leaders in the state to allow him 
this opportunity to make a speech. I am sure that all members will be listening to ensure that what he says is of 
such great importance that it is worthy of this opportunity. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Rockingham, I am in fact looking forward to giving the member for Pilbara the 
call; however, we first need to pass this motion.  

Question put and passed. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Pilbara! 

Government Business Time Allocation to Member for Pilbara 

MR T.G. STEPHENS (Pilbara) [2.55 pm]: Thank you, Mr Speaker! I think the Leader of the House must have 
misheard me; I said I was going to speak for five hours!  

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: I would have thought it was more sincere if I had not been chucked out in the first place, 
but there we go, I am here. I do not want to speak at length on the Iron Ore Agreements Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2011 and the Iron Ore Agreements Legislation (Amendment, Termination And Repeals) Bill 2011, which 
are now in fact in front of the upper house. It was an unusual situation to find myself suddenly outside the house 
when I wanted to contribute to a debate. I might say that although it is the first time it has happened to me in the 
Assembly, it is not the first time it has happened to me in my parliamentary career. I once found myself outside 
the Legislative Council during the debate on native title and I had to supply all my speech notes to my colleagues 
to deliver my contribution on my behalf, and they even had my speech notes incorporated into Hansard. 

The expansion that is going on in the Pilbara at the moment, and has been going on for the last 10 years, is 
extraordinary by any standards. It is an expansion that will produce great benefit to Western Australia, and that 
benefit will be increased for the wider community of Western Australia as a result of the passage of this 
legislation that will see the increased flow of benefit to the coffers of the government of Western Australia. The 
briefings that have been provided to opposition members from the government and the resources sector have 
explained to us the changes that will occur and the way that these changes will open up enhanced prospects for 
the expansion of the major operations of the Pilbara associated with BHP Billiton and Rio Tinto iron ore 
operations. The prospects for expanded operations will now pass through a range of milestones that people will 
look to with great interest, because they are milestones that will be achieved only if the international market 
opportunities for iron ore to our major companies stay in place in ways that will continue to make the expansion 
of the iron ore industry’s ports and mining facilities necessary as a result of the strong customer demand. This 
week we have quite clearly seen some concern expressed in international markets, in particular with our major 
customer China, about whether that demand will stay as strong for as long as had previously been anticipated. 
Everyone will watch with great interest exactly what will happen to that market opportunity. However, the types 
of developments and changes to the way the corporations are proposing to operate in the Pilbara so that they 
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become and stay the most efficient and productive operators in the mining and export of iron ore will position 
the state and those companies very well to be competitive in the international trading of iron ore. 

I could have delivered a long contribution to this debate other than for the fact that I was otherwise detained by 
presumably the ill humour that comes from extensive travel on the part of others!  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Hear, hear!  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Whatever it was that caused it, I felt like a mere innocent party! 

An opposition member interjected. 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Did the member say “innocent bystander”?  

Mr P. Papalia: Collateral damage. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: It is the member for Rockingham’s fault.  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Whose ever fault it was, I feel largely like an innocent party who suddenly lost an 
opportunity to speak.  

Mr M. McGowan interjected.  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: That is right. I will not delay the house any longer. The bills have passed and are being 
dealt with in the upper house. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: They will be next week.  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: They received notice. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: They can be dealt with next Wednesday.  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: There was an offer from the government that would have provided a delay; that delay 
would have caused an unnecessary delay in the appointment of the Leader of the upper House to the Agent 
General spot! I think that is the basic problem that would have been caused by waiting for my speech. 

Mr R.F. Johnson: That is an unfounded rumour, I’m told.  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Whatever the nature of the need to have the bill sent to the upper house and dealt with 
quickly, it was accommodated both by the offer from the leader here and by the — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: The urgency is because the revenue is already in the budget.  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Be that as it may, the legislation had the support of the opposition and, as the local 
member of Parliament representing that region for now a long time, it is appropriate that my comments be 
recorded that we support the passage of this legislation. We note that it will produce some increased revenue 
benefits to the state. It, hopefully, will produce increased benefit to the people of the region that produces that 
wealth. For me, I cannot help but see, as I immerse myself in that region, many indicators that the health of the 
region is not secure. A healthy region is a region in which there is a well-integrated community connected firmly 
across all sections of the region and all age groups. In many ways, sometimes it is almost the contrasting tales of 
two cemeteries that tell the complexity of that region. When we drive past the Port Hedland cemetery we cannot 
help but notice that that community is well linked with generations of people who stay connected to that 
community. When we drive past the cemetery in Karratha we note that the graves number about 10 or 15 at 
most. That is the number for a very large community that is very slightly connected to that region, but not 
connected as securely as it should be; it is a community that comes in too quickly, leaves too rapidly and does 
not have the chance to take up the opportunities of intergenerational connection with a region that has great 
prospects.  

The passage of this legislation will produce benefit to the coffers of the Western Australian government, which, 
hopefully, will benefit the people of that region in the first place. That, of course, will be at the whim and 
discretion of the government of the day. If this government delivers upon its pre-election commitments in its 
agreement to form government, that will happen. If it engages in sleight of hand, there is a real risk that this 
opportunity from rapid expansion and increased flow of benefit that comes as a result of the passage of this 
legislation will not deliver the benefits the people of all sections of that community deserve. 
 


